The Winter Battle in Masuria
In any case, it was fatal for us that we were allied with decaying states like Austria-Hungary and Turkey. A Jew in Radom once said to one of my officers that he could not understand why so strong and vital a body as Germany should ally itself with a corpse. He was right.
But Germany was not to obtain any vigorous battle allies. We even neglected to infuse any new life into our perishing allies. I only got to know the condition of affairs in Austria-Hungary in the course of the war. I had never had any opportunity previously. I was utterly amazed. Our responsible authorities had realized that the Dual Monarchy had become the " Sick Man of Europe/' but failed to draw the correct conclusions from it. We should have kept faith with her and led her, instead of binding ourselves to her and seconding her strong but onesided policy.
My stay in Munkacs was not of long duration. At the end of January I was again in Posen in my old position. I had had an exciting time, and found that I had missed nothing of importance.
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Meanwhile, the Commander-in-Chief in the East had been advised by General Headquarters that during the first half of February three new corps and the 2ist A.C. could be placed at his disposal for the Eastern theatre of war. General Headquarters had considered that the replacement of the 2ist Corps by a new corps was necessary, in view of the fact that its reserves consisted of men from Alsace-Lorraine. The unreliability displayed by some of the troops from the Reichsland on the West Front increased as the war went on. They were, therefore, generally sent to the East. Of course, this meant that many loyal Alsace-Lorraine subjects had to suffer, but it was not possible to do justice to each individual. For the 1918 offensive in France all the j^ounger classes were withdrawn from the Army in the East. This applied also to the corresponding classes of Alsace-Lorraine troops, and gave rise to complaints
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